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Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the ethics of professional practice in medical social work within hospitals,
uncover the most significant professional challenges facing social workers in this field, and analyze
the application of ethics in the medical field. This descriptive-analytical study employed a content
analysis methodology, examining professional charters and relevant scientific documents. The
narrative-analytical review revealed that ethical practice in medical social work is based on the
principles of human dignity, confidentiality, self-determination, justice, and professional
responsibility. The literature also indicated that the application of these principles is influenced by
overlapping roles, institutional policies, work pressures, and the availability of professional support
and supervision. The most prominent examples of application include protecting patient information,
defending patient rights, working within multidisciplinary teams, and making decisions in complex
situations. The study concluded that translating professional principles into actual practice depends not
only on the social worker's awareness but also requires a supportive institutional environment, clear
policies, mechanisms for consultation and continuous training, and the necessity of conducting field
studies to verify the reality of application within hospitals. In light of the study’s findings, the
researchers recommend developing clear policies and regulatory procedures within hospitals that
clarify the professional role of the medical social worker within the multidisciplinary treatment team,
and establishing institutional support mechanisms, such as committees or consultants specializing in
professional ethics, that the social worker can refer to when facing complex ethical dilemmas,

especially in critical situations and emergency health crises.
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